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New England 

NEW ENGLAND REGION 

Employed persons aged 15+ 
77,646 

4,093 female 
business 
owners 

30% Agriculture 

13% Construction 

7% Healthcare 

6%  Professional services 

6%  Retail 
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24% 

13% 

8% 

7% 

7% 

Top 5 
Industries 

24% Agriculture 

13% Healthcare 

8%  Retail 

7%  Professional services 

7%  Accommodation 
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Top 5 
Industries 

6% 

6% 

30% 

13% 

7% 
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11,000 

1000 

2,000 

3,000 

4,000 

5,000 

6,000 

7,000 

8,000 

9,000 

10,000 

M A L E  F E M A L E  

N
o

. 
O

F
 B

U
S

IN
E

S
S

E
S

 

K E Y  R E G I O N A L  I S S U E S  

Z O N E  I N C L U D E S  F O C U S  L O C AT I O N  O F  TA M W O R T H  

Business  Size (Total 11,435 ) 

Total Male 
Business owners 

7,342 

Total Female 
Business owners 

4,093 

2 , 1 5 3  
( 5 2 % )  

3 , 6 5 5  
( 5 0 % )  

3 , 3 5 6  
( 4 6 % )  

2 5 8  
( 3 % )  

1 ,7  8 2  
( 4 4 % )  

1 1 9  
( 3 % )  

3 9  
( 1 % )  

7 3  
( 1 % )  

Business owners 
11,435 Indigenous 

business 
owners 

352 

female business 
owners 

4,093 

4,978 
Businesses in key social 
enterprise industries 

REGIONAL SNAPSHOT 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

Gunnedah Hospital 
Redevelopment 

$53m 

invested into road & rail 
and intermodal facilities 

$100+m 

to establish the UNE 
Tamworth Campus 

$47m 

Gunnedah 
Airport upgrade 

$4mEstablishment 
of the Tamworth 
Business Park 

Housing 
availability 
& affordability 

Workforce 
constraints 

Secure 
Water 
supply 

Renewable 
Energy Zone 

Regional Economic Development 
Strategy Zone: Lower Northwest 

$5.4b 
Size of Economy 



135 female 
Indigenous 
business 
owners 

7.5% 

Representation as business owners: 
Indigenous female population vs business ownership 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies.  Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

6% Construction 12% Healthcare 

7% Retail 16% Agriculture 

10% Administrative 

6% 

12% 

10% 

7% 

16% 

New England 

F E M A L E :  TO TA L 4 , 0 9 3  

F E M A L E  B U S I N E S S  
O W N E R S :  TO TA L 4 , 0 9 3  

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E :  TO TA L 1 3 5 

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  
B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S :  TO TA L 1 3 5 

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  
F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L  
E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  M A L E  V S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  O W N E R S :  F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

9 1  
( 6 8 % )  

2 , 47 2  
( 6 0 % )  

2 , 1 5 3  
( 5 2 % )  

7 9  
( 5 8 % )  

1 , 4 6 9  
( 3 6 % )  

1 ,7 8 2  
( 4 4 % )  

4 8  
( 3 6 % )  

1 5 2  
( 4 % )  

1 1 9  
( 3 % )  

8 
( 6 % )  

3 
( 2 % )  

10% 

10% 

20% 

20% 

30% 

30% 

40% 

40% 

50% 

50% 

60% 

60% 

70% 

70% 

80% 

80% 

90% 

90% 

4 1  
( 3 0 % )  

Social Enterprise Ind. Non Social Enterprise Ind. Unknown 51% 
M A L E  

49% 
F E M A L E  

3 9  
( 1 % )  

BREAKDOWN: Ownership of businesses in key social enterprise industries 

Indigenous women are 8.6% of the 
overall female population but only 

of female 
business owners.3.3% 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 

4,978 
OV E R  A L L TOTA L  
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Top 5 
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Indigenous 
female 



Central West 

4,865 female 
business 
owners 

24% Agriculture 

15% Construction 

7%  Professional services 

6%  Retail 

18% Agriculture 

13% Healtcare 

9%  Retail 

9%  Professional services 

8%  Accommodation 

6% 

6% 

24% 
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Business  Size (Total 13,392 ) 

Total Male 
Business owners 

8,527 

Total Female 
Business owners 

4,865 

2 , 6 5 0  
( 54%)  

4 , 1 0 7  
(48%)  

3 , 9 9 2  
(47%)  

3 5 3  
(4%)  

2 , 0 3 0  
(42%)  

1 5 1  
( 3%)  

3 4  
( 1% )  

7 5  
( 1% )  

Business owners 
13,392 Indigenous 

business 
owners 

351 

female business 
owners 

4,865 

6,233 
Businesses in key social 
enterprise industries 

REGIONAL SNAPSHOT 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

6% Accommodation 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 

K E Y  R E G I O N A L  I S S U E S  

Z O N E  I N C L U D E S  F O C U S  L O C AT I O N  O F  C E N T R A L  O R A N A  

Dubbo Hospital 
Redevelopment 

$306m Transport 
infrastructure 
projects 

Housing 
availability 
& affordability 

Central West-
Orana Renewable 
Energy Zone 

Regional Economic Development 
Strategy Zone: Dubbo 

$3.76b 
Size of Economy 

CENTRAL WEST REGION 

Employed persons aged 15+ 
91,919 
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Top 5 
Industries 

18% 

13% 

9% 

9% 

8% 
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Top 5 
Industries 

Investing 
in the 
essentials 

Taking a long-
term view on 
major projects 

expand facilities at 
Taronga Western 
Plains Zoo 

$50m 



144 female 
Indigenous 
business 
owners 

7.5% 

Representation as business owners: 
Indigenous female population vs business ownership 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

7% Construction 

22% Healthcare 

10% Transport 

10% Agriculture 

14% Professional 
services 

7% 

14% 

10% 

10% 

22% 

Central West 

F E M A L E :  TO TA L 4 , 8 6 5  

F E M A L E  B U S I N E S S  
O W N E R S :  TO TA L 4 , 8 6 5  

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E :  TO TA L 1 4 4 

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  
B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S :  TO TA L 1 4 4 

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  
F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L  
E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  M A L E  V S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  O W N E R S :  F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

9 6  
(67%)  

3 , 1 7 7  
(65%)  

2 , 6 5 0  
( 54%)  

9 7  
(67%)  

1 , 5 4 1  
(32%)  

2 , 0 3 0  
(42%)  

47 
( 33%)  

1 47 
( 3%)  

1 5 1  
( 3%)  

10% 

10% 

20% 

20% 

30% 

30% 

40% 

40% 

50% 

50% 

60% 

60% 

70% 

70% 

80% 

80% 

90% 

90% 

4 1  
( 28%)  

49% 
M A L E  

51% 
F E M A L E  

3 4  
( 1% )  

BREAKDOWN: Ownership of businesses in key social enterprise industries 

Indigenous women are 6.11% of the 
overall female population but only 

of female 
business owners.3% 

7 
( 5%)  

6,233 
OV E R  A L L TOTA L  

Social Enterprise Ind. Non Social Enterprise Ind. Unknown 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 
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Indigenous 
female 



Illawarra/Shoalhaven 

5,540 female 
business 
owners 

6% Accommodation 

19% Construction 

13% Healthcare 

13%  Professional services 

6%  Retail 

21% 

14% 

7% 

7% 

6% 

7% Education 21% Healthcare 

7%  Retail 

14%  Professional 
services 

6%  Accommodation 

6% 

6% 

19% 

13% 

13% 
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Business  Size (14,706 ) 

Total Male Business owners 
9,166 

Total Female Business owners 
5,540 

3 , 4 3 2  
(62%)  

4 , 4 8 7  
(49%)  

4 , 1 9 4  
(45 .7%)  

4 5 8  
( 5%)  

1 , 9 2 2  
( 34 .7%)  

1 7  1  
( 3%)  

1 5  
(0 .3%)  

2 7  
(0 .3%)  

Business owners 
14,706 Indigenous 

business 
owners 

223 

female business 
owners 

5,540 

9,825 
Businesses in key social 
enterprise industries 

REGIONAL SNAPSHOT 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

Housing 
availability 
& affordability 

$5.65b 
Size of Economy 

Labour 
force and 
unemployment 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 

ILLAWARRA/SHOALHAVEN 

Employed persons aged 15+ 
113,943 

K E Y  R E G I O N A L  I S S U E S  

Z O N E  I N C L U D E S  F O C U S  L O C AT I O N  O F  N O W R A  

Shoalhaven 
Hospital 
Redevelopment 

$268m 

Regional Economic Development 
Strategy Zone: Shoalhaven 

To to deliver 
the Budanon 
Art Museum 

$34m 
The Princes 
Highway upgrade 
- Nowra Bridge 

$342m 
Investment 
for the Milton/ 
Ulladulla bypass 

$762m 

Economic 
development 
and liveability 
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Top 5 
Industries 
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Top 5 
Industries 



94 female 
Indigenous 
business 
owners 

7.5% 

Representation as business owners: 
Indigenous female population vs business ownership 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

14% Education 

19% Healthcare6% Transport 

19% Professional 
services 

12% Administrative 

6% 

19% 

14% 

12% 

Illawarra/Shoalhaven 

F E M A L E :  TO TA L 5 , 5 4 0  

F E M A L E  B U S I N E S S  
O W N E R S :  TO TA L 5 , 5 4 0  

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E :  TO TA L 9 4 

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  
B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S :  TO TA L 9 4 

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  
F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L  
E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  M A L E  V S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  O W N E R S :  F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

8 5  
( 9 1%)  

4 ,7 0 4  
( 85%)  

3 , 4 3 2  
(62%)  

5 5  
( 58%)  

6 4 0  
( 12%)  

9 
( 9%)  

1 , 9 2 2  
( 34 .7%)  

3 0  
( 32%)  

1 9 6  
( 3%)  

1 7 1  
( 3%)  

9 
( 10%)  

10% 

10% 

20% 

20% 

30% 

30% 

40% 

40% 

50% 

50% 

60% 

60% 

70% 

70% 

80% 

80% 

90% 

90% 

52% 
M A L E  

48% 
F E M A L E  

1 5  
(0 .3%)  

BREAKDOWN: Ownership of businesses in key social enterprise industries 

Indigenous women are 2.83% of the 
overall female population but only 

of female 
business owners.1.7% 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 

Social Enterprise Ind. Non Social Enterprise Ind. Unknown 
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Top 5 
Industries 

Indigenous 
female 

19% 

9,824 
OV E R  A L L TOTA L  



Mid North Coast 

MID NORTH COAST REGION 

Employed persons aged 15+ 
77,133 

4,879 female 
business 
owners 

10% Agriculture 

18% Construction 

12% Healthcare 

9%  Professional services 

7%  Retail 

19% 

10% 

9% 

8% 

7% 

7% Agriculture 

19% Healthcare 

9%  Retail 

10%  Professional services 

8%  Accommodation 

O
T H

 E
R

 I
N

D
U

 S
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Top 5 
Industries 
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12% 
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Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 
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Business  Size (Total 12,705 ) 

Total Male 
Business owners 

7,826 

Total Female 
Business owners 

4,879 

2 , 8 7 8  
( 59%)  

4 , 2 4 9  
( 54%)  

3 , 2 1 3  
(41%)  

2 8 1  
(4%)  

1 , 8 2 6  
( 37%)  

1 3 1  
( 3%)  

4 4  
( 1% )  

8 3  
( 1% )  

Business owners 
12,705 Indigenous 

business 
owners 

384 

female business 
owners 

4,879 

7,541 
Businesses in key social 
enterprise industries 

REGIONAL SNAPSHOT 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

Sustainable 
population 
growth 

$4.32b 
Size of Economy 

Skills training 
and education 
pathways 

K E Y  R E G I O N A L  I S S U E S  

Z O N E  I N C L U D E S  F O C U S  L O C AT I O N  O F  P O R T  M A C Q U A R I E  

Manning Hospital 
Redevelopment 
Stage 2 

$100m 

Regional Economic Development 
Strategy Zone: Mid Coast 

Northern Gateway 
Transport Hub 
development 

$15m 
Invested in 
road upgrade 
projects 

$150m 

Equitable 
socioeconomic 
outcomes 

Invested in the 
Forster Civic 
Precinct project 

$20m 

O

TH
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 I

N
D

U
 S

TR I E
S 

Top 5 
Industries 



149 female 
Indigenous 
business 
owners 

7.5% 

Representation as business owners: 
Indigenous female population vs business ownership 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

11% Transport 

27% Healthcare8% Retail 

6% Agriculture 11% Manufacturing 

6% 

11% 

11% 

8% 

27% 

Mid North Coast 

F E M A L E :  TO TA L 4 , 8 7 9  

F E M A L E  B U S I N E S S  
O W N E R S :  TO TA L 4 , 8 7 9  

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E :  TO TA L 1 4 9 

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  
B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S :  TO TA L 1 4 9 

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  
F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L  
E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  M A L E  V S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  O W N E R S :  F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

1 1 0  
( 74%)  

3 ,7 5 1 
( 7 7%)  

2 , 8 7 8  
( 59%)  

8 6  
( 58%)  

9 5 4  
(20%)  

1 , 8 2 6  
( 37%)  

6 3  
(42%)  

1 74 
( 3%)  

1 3 1  
( 3%)  

8 
( 5%)  

10% 

10% 

20% 

20% 

30% 

30% 

40% 

40% 

50% 

50% 

60% 

60% 

70% 

70% 

80% 

80% 

90% 

90% 

3 1  
( 2 1%)  

Social Enterprise Ind. Non Social Enterprise Ind. Unknown 50% 
M A L E  

50% 
F E M A L E  

4 4  
( 1% )  

BREAKDOWN: Ownership of businesses in key social enterprise industries 

Indigenous women are 5.84% of the 
overall female population but only 

of female 
business owners.3% 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 
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Top 5 
Industries 

Indigenous 
female 

7,541 
OV E R  A L L TOTA L  



Riverina

3,600 female 
business 
owners

28% Agriculture

15% Construction 

8% Healthcare

6%  Professional services 

7%  Retail

21%

14%

9%

7%

7%

21% Agriculture

14% Healthcare

9%  Retail

7%  Professional services 

7%  Accommodation 

7%

6%

28%

15%

8%

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown
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Business  Size (Total 10,278 )

 
Total Male 

Business owners 

6,678

 
Total Female 

Business owners 

3,600

1 , 8 4 2  
( 51%)

3 , 0 5 2  
(46%)

3 , 2 1 3  
(48%)

3 4 8 
( 5%)

1 , 5 8 7  
(44%)

1 3 4 
(4%)

3 7 
( 1% )

6 5 
( 1% )

Business owners 
10,278 Indigenous 

business 
owners

197

Female business 
owners

3,600

4,617
Businesses in key social 
enterprise industries

REGIONAL SNAPSHOT

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups.

Housing 
availability 
& affordability

Workforce 
constraints

$5.75b
Size of Economy

K E Y  R E G I O N A L  I S S U E S

Z O N E  I N C L U D E S  F O C U S  L O C AT I O N  O F  W A G G A  W A G G A

Regional Economic Development 
Strategy Zone: Eastern Riverina 

The Riverina 
Intermodal Freight 
and Logistics Hub

$78.6m
To upgrade 
key railway 
infrastructure

$72m
Expansion of the 
Junee Correctional 
Centre

$200m
investment to 
expand Junee 
Prime Lamb

$30m

Growing 
the visitor 
economy

RIVERINA REGION

Employed persons aged 15+
74,964

O
T

H
E

R
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N
D

U ST R I E S

Top 5 
Industries
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69 female
Indigenous
business 
owners

7.5%

Representation as business owners: 
Indigenous female population vs business ownership

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups.

7% Arts & recreation 

25% Healthcare

10% Retail

12% Agriculture7% Professional  
services 

7%

12%

10%

7%

25%

Riverina

F E M A L E :  TO TA L 3 , 6 0 0

F E M A L E  B U S I N E S S 
O W N E R S :  TO TA L 3 , 6 0 0

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E :  TO TA L 6 9

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E 
B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S :  TO TA L 6 9

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  
F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L 
E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  M A L E  V S  F E M A L E

B U S I N E S S E S  O W N E R S :  F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E

4 8 
( 70%)

2 , 2 8 0  
(63%)

1 , 8 4 2  
( 51%)

4 5 
(65%)

1 , 1 9 2  
(33%)

1 , 5 8 7  
(44%)

2 4 
( 35%)

1 2 8 
(4%)

1 3 4 
(4%)

8  
( 12%)

10%

10%

20%

20%

30%

30%

40%

40%

50%

50%

60%

60%

70%

70%

80%

80%

90%

90%

1 3 
( 18%)

Social Enterprise Ind. Non Social Enterprise Ind. Unknown51%
M A L E

49%
F E M A L E

3 7 
( 1% )

BREAKDOWN: Ownership of businesses in key social enterprise industries

Indigenous women are 4.62% of the 
overall female population but only

of female 
business owners.1.9%

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown

4,617
OV E R  A L L TOTA L
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Indigenous 
female



Far South Coast 

2,077 female 
business 
owners 

9% Agriculture 

20% Construction 

9% Healthcare 

10%  Professional services 

9%  Accommodation 

14% 

12% 

11% 

11% 

7% 

7% Agriculture 

14% Healthcare

11%  Retail 

11%  Professional services 

12%  Accommodation 

9% 

9% 

20% 

10% 

9% 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 
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Business  Size (Total 5,205 ) 

Total Male 
Business owners 

3,128 

Total Female 
Business owners 

2,077 

1 , 1 7 0  
( 56%)  

1 , 6 4 9  
( 53%)  

1 , 3 5 6  
(43%)  

1 0 0  
( 3%)  

8 1 8  
(40%)  

6 5  
( 3%)  

2 4  
( 1% )  

2 3  
( 1% )  

Business owners 
5,205 Indigenous 

business 
owners 

90 

female business 
owners 

2,077 

3,024 
Businesses in key social 
enterprise industries 

REGIONAL SNAPSHOT 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies.  Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

Housing 
availability 
& affordability 

Complex 
impacts of 
remote working 

Regional Economic Development 
Strategy Zone: Far South Coast 

$3.68b 
Size of Economy 

K E Y  R E G I O N A L  I S S U E S  

Z O N E  I N C L U D E S  F O C U S  L O C AT I O N  O F  E U R O B O D A L L A  A N D  B E G A  

Eurobodalla 
Regional 
Hospital 

$260m 
Private residential 
and commercial 
development 

$100m 
Investment 
into TAFE 
facilities 

$24m 
Invested into 
regional tourism 
infrastructure 

$50m 

Building 
resilience after 
natural disasters 

FAR SOUTH COAST 

Employed persons aged 15+ 
27,444 

O
T H

 E
R

 I
N

D
U

 S
TR IE S 

Top 5 
Industries 

O
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 E
 R
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TR IE S 

Top 5 
Industries 



34 female 
Indigenous 
business 
owners 

7.5% 

Representation as business owners: 
Indigenous female population vs business ownership 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies.  Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

12% Arts & recreation 

24% Healthcare 

18% Retail 

12% Transport 

12% Administrative 

12% 

18% 

12% 

12% 

Far South Coast 

F E M A L E :  TO TA L 2 , 0 7 7  

F E M A L E  B U S I N E S S  
O W N E R S :  TO TA L 2 , 0 7 7  

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E :  TO TA L 3 4 

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  
B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S :  TO TA L 3 4 

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  
F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L  
E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  M A L E  V S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  O W N E R S :  F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

2 8  
( 82%)  

1 5 7 5  
76%)  

1 , 1 7 0  
( 56%)  

2 3  
(69%)  

4 3 6  
(21%)  

8 1 8  
(40%)  

1 1  
( 3 1%)  

6 6  
( 3%)  

6 5  
( 3%)  

10% 

10% 

20% 

20% 

30% 

30% 

40% 

40% 

50% 

50% 

60% 

60% 

70% 

70% 

80% 

80% 

90% 

90% 

6 
( 18%)  

Social Enterprise Ind. Non Social Enterprise Ind. Unknown 48% 
M A L E  

52% 
F E M A L E  

2 4  
( 1% )  

BREAKDOWN: Ownership of businesses in key social enterprise industries 

Indigenous women are 4.03% of the 
overall female population but only 

of female 
business owners.1.6% 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 

O
TH

ER
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D
 U

STRIES 

Top 5 
Industries 

Indigenous 
female 

24% 

3,024 
OV E R  A L L TOTA L  



Hunter 

7,608 female 
business 
owners 

5% Administrative 

18% Construction 

14%  Professional services 

7%  Retail 

6% Administrative 

21% Healtcare 

8%  Retail 

14%  Professional services 

7%  Education 

7% 

5% 

18% 

14% 

13% 
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Business  Size (Total 20,091 ) 

4 , 5 7 6    
(60%)  

5 , 9 1 9  
(47%)  

5 , 6 74 
(46%)  

8 5 8  
(6 .8%)  

2 , 6 8 6  
( 34 .4%)  

3 3 1  
( 5 .4%)  

1 5  
(0 .2%)  

3 2  
(0 .2%)  

Business owners 
20,091 Indigenous 

business 
owners 

477 

female business 
owners 

7,608 

13,588 
Businesses in key social 
enterprise industries 

REGIONAL SNAPSHOT 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

13% Healthcare 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 

K E Y  R E G I O N A L  I S S U E S  

Z O N E  I N C L U D E S  F O C U S  L O C AT I O N  O F  N E W C A S T L E  &  L A K E  M A C Q U A R I E  

Maitland 
Hospital 
Redevelopment 

$835mTransport 
infrastructure 
projects 

Diversification 
that benefits all 

The Hunter-
Renewable 
Energy Zone 

Regional Economic Development 
Strategy Zone: Hunter 

$25b 
Size of Economy 

HUNTER  REGION 

Employed persons aged 15+ 
179,684 

21% 

14% 

8% 

7% 

6% 

Leveraging 
existing 
strengths 

Development of a 
future defence 
and aerospace hub 

$25m 

A growing and 
changing region 

Total Male Business owners 
12,483 

Total Female Business owners 
7,608 

O
T 

H
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R
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N
D

 U
STR I E S 

Top 5 
Industries 
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168 female 
Indigenous 
business 
owners 

7.5% 

Representation as business owners: 
Indigenous female population vs business ownership 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

4% Construction 

20% Healthcare6% Retail 

5% Education 

16% Professional 
services 

4% 

16% 

6% 

5% 

20% 

Hunter 

F E M A L E :  TO TA L 7, 6 0 8  

F E M A L E  B U S I N E S S  
O W N E R S :  TO TA L 7, 6 0 8  

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E :  TO TA L 1 6 8 

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  
B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S :  TO TA L 1 6 8 

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  
F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L  
E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  M A L E  V S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  O W N E R S :  F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

6 , 4 4 5  
( 85%)  

4 , 5 7 6  
(60%)  

1 0 6  
(63%)  

8 9 4  
( 12%)  

2 , 6 8 6  
( 34 .4%)  

5 4  
( 32%)  

2 6 9  
( 3%)  

3 3 1  
( 5 .4%)  

8 
( 5%)  

10% 

10% 

20% 

20% 

30% 

30% 

40% 

40% 

50% 

50% 

60% 

60% 

70% 

70% 

80% 

80% 

90% 

90% 

53% 
M A L E  

47% 
F E M A L E  

1 5  
(0 .2%)  

BREAKDOWN: Ownership of businesses in key social enterprise industries 

Indigenous women are 4.37% of the 
overall female population but only 

of female 
business owners.2.2% 

4 
( 3%)  

Social Enterprise Ind. Non Social Enterprise Ind. Unknown 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 

1 4 3  
( 85%)  

2 1 
( 12%)  

13,588 
OV E R  A L L TOTA L  
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Top 5 
Industries 

Indigenous 
female 



Northern Rivers 

8,154 female 
business 
owners 

8% Agriculture 

15% Construction 

12%  Professional services 

7%  Retail 

6% Agriculture 20% Healtcare 

9%  Retail 

13%  Professional services6%  Education 

8% 

7% 

15% 

13% 

12% 

Business owners 
19,735 Indigenous 

business 
owners 

332 

female business 
owners 

8,154 

12,468 
Businesses in key social 
enterprise industries 

REGIONAL SNAPSHOT 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

13% Healthcare 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 

K E Y  R E G I O N A L  I S S U E S  

Z O N E  I N C L U D E S  F O C U S  L O C AT I O N  O F  B A L L I N A / L I S M O R E / B Y R O N  

Lismore Base 
Hospital 
Redevelopment 

$313m 

Housing 
availability 
& affordability 

Establishment 
of the Richmond 
Valley Jobs 
Precinct 

Regional Economic Development 
Strategy Zone: Northern Rivers 

$8.84b 
Size of Economy 

NORTHERN RIVERS 

Employed persons aged 15+ 
99,416 

20% 

13% 

9% 

6% 

6% 

Workforce 
constraints 

Building 
resilience after 
natural disasters 

11,000 

15,000 

1000 

2,000 

3,000 

4,000 

5,000 

6,000 

7,000 

8,000 

12,000 

9,000 

13,000 

10,000 

14,000 

M A L E  F E M A L E  

Business  Size (Total 19,735 ) 

5 , 3 8 5     
(66%)  

6 , 5 0 0     
( 56%)  

4 , 5 9 4  
( 39%)  

4 1 5 
(4%)  

2 , 5 0 7     
( 30%)  

2 0 9  
( 3%)  

5 3  
( 1% )  

7 2  
( 1% )  

Total Male 
Business owners 

11,581 

Total Female 
Business owners 

8,154 

to expand the 
Ballina Byron 
Gateway Airport 

$23m 
the Northern 
Rivers Rail 
Trail project 

$17m O
 T

 H
E

R
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N
D

 U
STR I E S 

Top 5 
Industries 
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145 female 
Indigenous 
business 
owners 

7.5% 

Representation as business owners: 
Indigenous female population vs business ownership 

Census data drawn from Australian Bureau of Statistics Census 2021. Economic data drawn from various Commonwealth and State government reports, in particular NSW’s Regional Economic Strategies. Differences in 
boundaries are highlighted in headings or descriptions.  Other minor data variations between census tables were aligned to simplify reading of these infographics by proportionally distributing variations between groups. 

7% Arts & recreation 

16% Healthcare 

18% Education 

6% Agriculture 

9% Professional 
services 

6% 

16% 

9% 

7% 

18% 

Northern Rivers 

F E M A L E :  TO TA L 8 , 1 5 4  

F E M A L E  B U S I N E S S  
O W N E R S :  TO TA L 8 , 1 5 4  

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E :  TO TA L 1 4 5 

I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  
B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S :  TO TA L 1 4 5 

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  
F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  I N  K E Y S O C I A L  
E N T E R P R I S E  I N D U S T R I E S  M A L E  V S  F E M A L E  

B U S I N E S S E S  O W N E R S :  F E M A L E  V S  I N D I G E N O U S  F E M A L E  

1 1 0 
( 76%)  

6 , 3 7 6  
( 78%)  

5 , 3 8 5  
(66%)  

1 0 2  
( 70%)  

1 , 3 9 4  
( 17%)  

2 , 5 0 7  
( 30%)  

4 3  
( 30%)  

3 8 4  
( 5%)  

2 0 9  
( 3%)  

10% 

10% 

20% 

20% 

30% 

30% 

40% 

40% 

50% 

50% 

60% 

60% 

70% 

70% 

80% 

80% 

90% 

90% 

2 8  
( 19%)  

49% 
M A L E  

51% 
F E M A L E  

5 3  
( 1% )  

BREAKDOWN: Ownership of businesses in key social enterprise industries 

Indigenous women are 3.73% of the 
overall female population but only 

of female 
business owners1.8% 

7 
( 5%)  

12,468 
OV E R  A L L TOTA L  

Social Enterprise Ind. Non Social Enterprise Ind. Unknown 

Sole operator Under 20 Staff Over 20 Staff Unknown 
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